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City of Peoria 
419 Fulton Street, Suite 300 
Peoria, Illinois 61602-1217 

���������	
���
������	
���������	

	

	

On April 22, 2014, the award of 2014 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
funds for public services will be presented to the City Council for consideration. This 
issues update is a review of the award process. 

City Council Direction and Public Service Priorities

Per the City Council’s directive on December 11, 2012, City staff and the Human 
Resources Commission (HRC) undertook a lengthy review of the public service 
application and award process. This included seven regular meetings of the Commission 
in 2013. Changes adopted by the HRC, a request to approve the 2014 public service 
award timeline, and five public service priorities were included in the November 12, 2013 
communication to the City Council. 

The public service process changes were:
• Priorities would provide focus for application activities. Only applications 

addressing approved priorities will be accepted.
• In order to encourage new applications, twenty percent of the funds may 

be set aside for new programs. 
• The application has been revised to provide more clarity for applicants 

and Commissioners. 
• A two year funding cycle will begin for 2014/2015. This will make the 

funding cycle consistent with the City of Peoria’s two year funding 
process. 

• CDBG public service funding cannot exceed 50% of the funding of the 
CDBG proposed activity 

• In order to “smooth” the scoring, the highest and lowest rankings will be 
removed from the scoring process. 

• Applicants are required to attend the Clarification Hearing. 
• After each members makes a preliminary ranking, the HRC will meet in 

open session to discuss each application and then each member shall 
have the opportunity to revise their individual ranking,

• City staff will review each application for completeness. Staff will not 
accept an application that does not address a City Council approved 
priority. Late application will not be accepted, and 

• The expansion of the Commission to thirteen members. 
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City of Peoria 
419 Fulton Street, Suite 300 
Peoria, Illinois 61602-1217 

The CDBG public service priorities approved by the City Council for the 2014/2015 
funding years are: 

o Youth Services (ages 13 through 19) 
o Abused and Neglected Children Services, 
o Senior Services, 
o Mental Health Services, and 
o Child Care Services (birth through age 12). 

	

The 2014 CDBG Public Service Process

On December 31, 2013, the Community Development Department mailed 116 letters to 
religious and social service organizations announcing the City of Peoria’s public service 
program and how to access an application and instructions. It also noted an application 
training workshop would be held on January 31, 2014. A legal ad was ran on January 
17, 2014, which announced applications were available and the date of the training. 
Twenty-seven people attended the training workshop.
. 
The deadline for applications was Friday, February 14, 2014, at 5:00 pm. Twenty-four 
applications were received. Each included one original and 13 copies. The copies were 
picked up by Human Resources Commissioners the following week. 

Clarification presentations were conducted on February 26, 2014. All 24 applications had 
representatives present. Each made presentations and answered Commissioner 
questions. Presentation began at 8:40 am and ended at noon. The Commissioners also 
completed a conflict of interest form and publicly announced any conflict of interest they 
had with an applicant before the presentations began. 

Over the next two weeks, Commissioners ranked and recommended award amounts 
using an evaluation form supplied by staff. These were turned into staff during the week 
ending March 14, 2014. Commissioners having a conflict of interest noted such on the 
ranking form for each applicable agency and left the ranking and funding 
recommendation sections blank. Using the completed evaluation forms, staff computed 
the Commission’s average ranking score and average funding recommendation. In 
addition to adjusting the results for conflicts of interest, staff also deleted the high and 
low score provided for each application to satisfy the sixth bullet point noted above. The 
results were e-mailed to the HRC as a spreadsheet with their March 26, 2014 agenda 
materials. 
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City of Peoria 
419 Fulton Street, Suite 300 
Peoria, Illinois 61602-1217 

The main item on the March 26, 2014 HRC agenda was to make a recommendation to 
the City Council on the allocation of 2014 CDBG funds for public services. Using an 
electronic spreadsheet, ordered by high to low average ranking scores, the HRC 
developed and approved the award recommendation shown as Attachment A. Of the 20 
applications recommended for funding, eight are new applications allocated $80,000, or 
34% of the available funding. The HRC’s intent was to set aside 20% of the funds for 
new applications.  

The 2015 Public Service Award Process

The 2014 public service application and award process was for a two year funding cycle, 
2014 and 2015. Only those applications approved for 2014 funding will be considered for 
funding in 2015. The HRC will make a recommendation to the City Council for 2015 
funding after staff has completed its monitoring of 2014 awards. 

Evaluation of the Revised CDBG Public Service Application Process

In summary, the CDBG public service application and award process developed over the 
past year has worked well and staff believes the changes have improved the award 
process. 
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City of Peoria 
419 Fulton Street, Suite 300 
Peoria, Illinois 61602-1217 

ATTACHMENT A 

2014 City of Peoria 

HRC Funding 

CDBG Summary 
New Activity -

Not HRC

Activity Name Applicant CDBG funded Recommended

in Previous 
Year Funding 

Child Abuse Victim Assistance U of I Pediatric Resource Ctr    $            14,500  

Crisis Nursery Family  Crittenton Centers    $            19,100  

Emergency Response Service Human Service Center    $            13,600  

Child Development Center Crittenton Centers    $            15,100  
Focus on the Future After-
School 

Common Place Family 
Learning    $            20,000  

Psychosocial Rehabilitation CWTC    $            14,985  

Special Education to Work CWTC    $            10,000  

Teen Violence Prevention Ctr. for the Prev. of Abuse New     $            10,000  

Safe from the Start Ctr. for the Prev. of Abuse New     $            10,000  

Teen Dev. Tutoring & Mentoring Boys & Girls Clubs Peoria New     $            10,000  

Child Dev. Tutoring & Mentoring Boys & Girls Clubs Peoria New     $            10,000  

CCBYS Children's Home Association New     $            10,000  

Good Beginnings Children's Home Association New     $            10,000  

After School Program Peoria Friendship House    $            10,000  
Court Appointed Special 
Advocate CASA of Peoria County New     $            10,000  
HOI After School & Summer 
Program Family Core    $            10,000  

Seniors Safe at Home Ctr. for the Prev. of Abuse    $            10,000  

Meals of Wheels Supplemental Neighborhood House Assoc. New     $            10,000  

Senior Citizens Legal Services Prairie State Legal Services    $            10,000  

Latino Outreach Peoria Friendship House    $            10,000  

Teens Org for Pride & Success Tri-County Urban League     

Youth Employment Lawn Care METEC     
Medical/Legal 
Advocacy…Disabled Prairie State Legal Services     

Veterans' Haven South Side Office of Concern     

         TOTAL $       80,000  $          237,285  

NOTE:  The CDBG public service budget for 2014 is $237,285. 
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Staff Contacts: 

Name Leah Allison Jide Giwa Josh Naven Kimberly Smith Shannon Techie 

Initials LA JG JN KS ST 

Phone 494-8667 494-8611 494-8657 494-8612 494-8649 

Email lallison@peoriagov.org ogiwa@peoriagov.org jnaven@peoriagov.org kismith@peoriagov.org stechie@peoriagov.org 

SITE PLAN REVIEW BOARD AGENDA 
Plans Distributed: March 31, 2014

Comments Due: April 7, 2014 

Project ID Address Project Type Project Description 

14-65
18-17-259-015
100 Chicago St  

CPZ
Commission - 
Special 
Use/Rezone 
Combo 

Junkyard Rezoning - (Council District 1) - KS 

14-67
18-08-328-029
1505 Martin St 

Site Plan 
Review Board 
- Zoning 
Certificate

Parking Lot - 1505 Martin St - (Council District 1)- 
KS

14-68
2328 W Willow 
Knolls Rd 

Site Plan 
Review Board 
- Zoning 
Certificate

Change of Use - Vacant to Restaurant - 2328 W 
Willow - (Council District 5) - LA 

14-70
18-06-201-027
2308 Nebraska Ave 

Site Plan 
Review Board 
- Zoning 
Certificate

New Office & Storage Building (Phase II) and 
Accessory Parking Lot (Phase I) - 2308 Nebraska 
Ave - (Council District 2) - ST 

14-71
14-06-402-026
8300 N Allen Rd 

Site Plan 
Review Board 
- Zoning 
Certificate

Parking Lot - 8300 N Allen Rd - (Council District 
5) - LA 

14-72
14-22-101-013
717 Bittersweet

Zoning Board 
of Appeals - 
Minor
Variance

Minor Variance (Setbacks) - 717 Bittersweet Ave 
- (Council District 3) - ST

14-73
14-22-101-013
717 Bittersweet

Site Plan 
Review Board 
- Zoning 
Certificate

Centerline Setback Waiver- 717 Bittersweet Ave - 
(Council District 3) - ST

14-66
18-17-259-016
1918 SW 
Washington St 

CPZ
Commission - 
Special 
Use/Rezone 
Combo 

Junkyard Rezoning - (Council District 1) - KS 
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